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On Jan. 12, a joint unit from the US Army Corps of Engineers and a Guatemalan army engineering
battalion began work on a series of "civic action" projects in Baja Verapaz department. A total
of 236 US army engineers are participating in the project. Plans call for drilling of potable water
wells, construction and repairs at schools and health care facilities, and construction of rural access
roads. During the current phase of the program, the engineers will work in the Salama region of
Baja Verapaz (about 150 km. north of the capital), including Colonia Minerva and areas around the
villages of El Progreso, San Miguel Chicaj, Chiticoy, and Pacush. The current project is part of a
larger program, called "Fuertes Caminos 1993," under which similar joint civic action projects will
be carried out in different parts of Baja Verapaz throughout the first six months of this year. Details
of the program were worked out during a December 1992 visit to Guatemala City by a delegation of
high-ranking US officers. On Jan. 25, armed forces spokesperson Captain Julio Yon Rivera reported
that army personnel in Baja Verapaz had been placed on a "state of alert" given the concern that
rebels from the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG) might stage an attack against
the US forces. Yon Rivera added that a detachment of Guatemalan army troops had been assigned
to provide security for the US personnel, who are unarmed. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias- Spanish news service EFE, 01/12/93, 01/17/93, 01/25/93; Agence France-Presse, 01/16/93,
01/25/93)
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